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1. 
The Rome texts 
 
morning birds arrive carrying one silence to another 
in their secret singing  
the plaintive cries of the river 
 
flowers facing and arriving storm 
 
the men of my age shrouded in clothes of indifference 
lead each other beyond the ceremonies they have abandoned 
 
women in dark clothes stand in the sunlight under the arc of the moon 
pails of torn water beside them 
 
day wraps its moth light around the trees the fields 
here on the edge of rome 
 
among the quiet stones…. 
 

2. 
Some days what is left of us turns toward 
our mothers our fathers 
 the difficult muted spaces of their leaving beginning  
again in our shadows 
 
as we rise to close the window from the winter rain 
 
out of a questioning light near dawn 
the scent of smoke 
more alone than we ever could have imagined it 
 
it is no secret that something has grown without us 
deeper in the rain 
 
and like our ancestors 
 
we are the ones left behind…. 
 
June 01.08 
Rome, Italy 
 

3. 
we are alone in our silences 
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in our journeying 
 
approaching the rain and the lightening sky 
we walk alone into the frayed 
ropes of the wind 
 
searching for those who cannot speak 
 
i sit in a foreign place with the moon rising 
nocturnal shawl light on the island trees 
 
my mothers eyes and touch fill my dreams 
as a cheyenne blanket 
 
sometimes in a room i can feel it 
as i chart this lone  
passage 
 
toward the myth of light…. 
 
June 03.08, 
grande cielo 
Rome, Italy 
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